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Interviews with some of the teachers, November 2012 
 
 
Sylvanus Ashang Aniah 
 
Please make a short personal introduction of yourself. 
„My name is Sylvanus Ashang Aniah. I’m Bette by tribe 
and I hail from Obudu LGA in Cross River State. Apart 
from my own tribal language, I speak English and Hausa, 
and I also understand a bit of Tiv and Igbo. Some of my 
hobbies are travelling, writing, reading, jesting and making 
brilliant friends. I’m a holder of the National Certificate in 
Education (NCE) from the Federal College of Education 
(FCE) in Zaria, where I studied English Language and 
Primary Education Studies.“ 
 
What class are you teaching, and which subjects? 
„I teach English Language and CRK in Junior Secondary 
School (JSS). I could also teach English Literature but 
unfortunately literature is not part of the syllabus in JSS. So 
I would say that I specialize in English and literature, but I 
also teach Social Studies and Government Studies.“ 
 
What is your personal area of specialization, or what topics 
are of personal interest to you? 
„There are so many topics that are of immense interest to 
me. Not because I’m an authority in them but simply 
because I’m a seasoned teacher. I have been teaching 
English language for the past seven years or so and in quite 
challenging schools where students ask questions and expect you to give them detailed answers. On top of that, 
I’ve attended quite a number of seminars and symposiums regarding the teaching of English language. For 
example the Kaduna seminar for teachers of the English language and the NPS Swiss teachers’ seminar on 
English language and Didactics usually organized by the authority of the school via Linus Frey. We also have an 
internal refresher course that we the teachers of NPS normally organize for ourselves. I’ve got a lot of topics that 
I love and teach with ease and abundant creativity as taught by Mr. Remo, one of the Swiss teachers coming 
from the Zurich University of Teacher Education. He has impacted thorough knowledge of the English language 
and didactics in me: Remo, I won’t forget you in a hurry, you are my mentor. Lastly, let me use this opportunity 
to tell you that I’m also a writer of short stories and dramas.“ 
 
How do you cope to stay in a remote village such as Unguwar Najude? 
„To start with, I’m someone who adapts easily irrespective of the place and situation I find myself in. So for 
example, I’ve been able to build a very good relationship with the villagers, we interact freely. In order to keep 
myself busy, I also allow the students to rally around me after school hours. Close to the school, there are some 
communities where I stroll to in order to chat with some Igbo’s who have shops and mini business centres there, 
especially on weekends. I also use my free time to read or to compose literature myself.“ 
 
If you think about your work, what makes you happy and what are you proud of? 
„When I think that I transform these children who are my pupils, I truly feel on top of the world. Whenever I 
introduce a new topic and my students grasp it, I feel great. Anytime I mark class work, home work, tests and 
examination scripts and my students score above average I feel glad and proud and grateful to God for making 
me a teacher.“ 
 
What are the most common daily problems of your job? 
„Some students don’t understand what you want to teach them, no matter which teaching methods you apply, 
and some students are just naturally annoying. Sometimes, some of the students go on a mental journey, despite 
how interesting the class may be, and to bring them back is a problem. At times, when dictating a note, some 
students pretend to be writing while they’re not, or they may try to talk to another pupil in the classroom. All 
these things and more are very annoying, but it’s something every teacher has to cope with.“ 
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What are the present problems and needs of the school? Where is there still room for improvement? 
„There is nothing on earth that doesn’t have a bottle neck no matter how good that thing is. And there’s only one 
thing that is constant, which is change. One of the major problems of the school is a lack of electricity, as the 
village and the school are not connected to the national power grid and the remote village is a neglected area. 
The school is trying its best in this area, but everyone knows that generators can’t generate light throughout the 
day. The school supplies us light only at night for some hours but during the day we stay without electricity. 
However, we thank God for the school having provided a reliable source of drinking water by sinking a borehole 
with an automatic water pump that supplies the teachers’ quarters with enough water. I would like to appeal to 
the school authority to extend pipes to the pupils’ quarters so that they too would be getting direct supply 
whenever water is being pumped. 
 
Another problem is that so many children want to attend our school and unfortunately the number of admitted 
candidates is usually too low for all of them. In the same vein, every year we graduate students from the Junior 
Secondary School (JSS), and only the best ones are given scholarships. But the other students also long to 
continue with their Senior Secondary School (SSS) education. In a nutshell, a SSS at NPS is very imperative. A 
science laboratory would do a lot of magic, even a language laboratory will be good in the future. Let me also 
suggest here that efforts should be made to open up a mini Press Studio for live broadcasting in the future.“ 
 
What do you think about the future of Najude Pioneer School? What are your hopes and wishes? 
„The future of this school is very bright. As far as I am concerned and as a matter of fact our school is the best 
primary and secondary school in Ikara LGA. I hope and wish that the school becomes one of the best in Kaduna 
State and that, one day, it will be known worldwide.“ 
 
What is your advise to your students concerning the importance of education in life? 
„Education is a key to success, so I won’t hesitate to advise them to stay focused, not to be discouraged and 
always read hard, because reading is the mother of academic excellence. In order to outsmart poverty, education 
is the most important and best, if not the only strategy. In the course of study, there are so many obstacles, but 
patience, perseverance and hard work will lead to success.“ 
 
Do you have any advise to your students concerning life in general? 
„Let me remind my students that life definitely is not a bed of roses. In life, success won’t be served on a golden 
platter. In order to succeed in life, you need guiding principles such as humility, tolerance, discipline, hard work, 
courage and sincerity of purpose. If the students follow these values, I’m sure they will scale the wall and there 
will be light at the end of the tunnel.“ 
 
 
David Akpan 

 
Please make a short personal introduction of yourself. 
„My name is Akpan David Umoh and I’m an indigene of 
Ekritam Akpan Obong in Itu LGA of Akwa Ibom State, which 
is located in the south-south region of the country and is 
blessed with natural resources. But I was born in the small 
district town of Samaru, Zaria, in Sabon Gari LGA in Kaduna 
State, where I had my pre-primary, primary and secondary 
education. After that, I had my B.Sc. degree in Botany from the 
University of Uyo. I like to watch football, read news and play 
logical games such as scrabble.“ 
 
What class are you teaching, and which subjects? 
„I am the form teacher of Junior Secondary School I (JSS I) 
and I teach mathematics, computer science and introductory 
technology. My areas of specialization are mathematics and 
computer science which I passionately love.“ 
 
How do you cope to stay in a remote village such as Unguwar 
Najude? 
„In order to be a real professional in teaching, you must love 
your environment and adapt to it and its people. The people of 
Najude are peace loving and understanding. Also, you must 
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love your students and pupils. I take them as my blood brothers and sisters. I’m always happy with the villagers 
and I maintain a good relationship with them.“ 
 
If you think about your work, what makes you happy and what are you proud of? 
„It gives me great joy to think about my job. It was through the job at Najude Pioneer School that I discovered 
my talent as a teacher. My joy would know no boundary if one day, I would be confirmed and registered as a 
professional teacher. I derive much joy when I see my students setting off to become doctors, lawyers, engineers, 
accountants, professional teachers and pilots. I foresee graduates from NPS ranked among the decision makers of 
this great country Nigeria. What gives me joy also is seeing myself building hope, self confidence, self 
determination, dreams and a brighter future for my students and pupils.“ 
 
What are the most common daily problems of your job? 
„As for problems, one must surely face them, and I see each problem as a challenge which I need to overcome.“ 
 
What do you think about the future of Najude Pioneer School? What are your hopes and wishes? 
„The future is very bright for NPS: I see great possibilities especially with the leadership style of our able 
principal Mrs. Rita Muolokwu who works tirelessly, with Mr. Linus Frey who always ensures that the staff lacks 
nothing and with the Swiss friends of NPS who are giving future and hope, thereby making life meaningful to 
the Najude community and the communities around it. In the future, I see Najude Pioneer School as an assembly 
of great intellects, great doctors, engineers, bankers, journalists and pilots, all coming from a once unknown, 
unheard of village. I see a good road, a standard hospital, electricity and sanitary facilities, all being provided by 
the graduates of NPS.“ 
 
What is your advise to your students concerning life in general? 
„My advice to my students and pupils is to sow a seed of hard work and dedication to their studies. On life 
issues, never fail to try because there lays great opportunity in life. May God help us all, Amen.“ 
 
 
Lukman Magaji 
 
Please make a short personal introduction of yourself. 
„My name is Magaji Lukman. I was born at Kuya in Ikara 
LGA, Kaduna State, Nigeria, on the 31st of December 1983. 
I attended primary school at Kuya from 1991-1997. I then 
attended secondary school at Paki from 1997-2003. After 
having finished secondary school, I attended different types 
of Islamic schools in Paki such as Thaqqafatul Islamiyya 
Paki from 1998-2004. After that I attended the Federal 
College of Education (FCE) in Zaria from 2004-2008. 
Finally, on the 5th of September 2008, I started working with 
the Najude Pioneer School as an Arabic and IRK teacher. 
After two years, the school management made me a 
permanent class 1B teacher. They also appointed me as the 
school’s public relation officer (PRO). Last year, I moved to 
further my education at Ahmadu Bello University (ABU) in 
Zaria where I got admission for Islamic Studies.“ 
 
What class are you teaching, and which subjects? 
„I am teaching primary 1B pupils. My specialities are Social 
Studies and Islamic Studies.“ 
 
If you think about your work, what makes you happy and 
what are you proud of? 
„I’m proud of my pupils, and it’s also simple for me to 
control them. Sometimes, I play and dance with them.“ 
 
What are the most common daily problems of your job? 
„Common problems with my class 1 pupils, who are very young and have never attended kindergarten or 
nursery school before, is frequent urinating and vomiting in the classroom, bad odour, etc.“ 
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What do you think about the future of Najude Pioneer School? What are your hopes and wishes? 
„Najude Pioneer School is a big achievement that comes to help to the villagers living around it. It even helps 
the Local Government, the State and the country as a whole because NPS produces high quality students who 
will become very useful members of the Nigerian society.“ 
 
What is your advise to your students concerning the importance of education in life? 
„I want to use this opportunity to advice the students to be patient in all aspects of life no matter how big or 
small they are. Education is the solution for everything. Islamically, the first thing that Allah commanded 
Prophet Mohammed to do is to read. So, my brothers and sisters, continue to educate yourselves.“ 
 
Do you have any advise to your students concerning life in general? 
„Please protect your life from any evil actions, thanks.“ 
 
 
Pever Isaac Tersoo 

 
Please make a short personal introduction of yourself. 
„I’m Pever Isaac Tersoo, a teacher in Najude Pioneer 
School. I’m an NCE holder from FCE Zaria, and I was 
married to my beautiful wife Dootersoo in December 2011.“ 
 
What class are you teaching, and which subjects? 
„I am presently teaching in JSS I-III, where I teach 
Integrated Science and Physical Health Education. I 
specialize in Integrated Science and Chemistry.“ 
 
How do you cope to stay in a remote village such as 
Unguwar Najude? 
„It’s not easy but having the spirit of my work at heart I 
need to associate myself with the environment, bearing in 
mind that I can survive as far as the indigenous villagers are 
surviving. Hence, I learn to live and survive among them by 
eating their kind food and to behave according to the way 
that is accepted in their village.“ 
 
If you think about your work, what makes you happy and 
what are you proud of? 
„When I think of my work, what makes me happy is the way 
we the teachers of NPS and the principal are putting in 
efforts to transform this timid village. Concerning the 

progress so far made, I can remember late last year when Mr. Ernest Huegli visited the school. Gabriel, Ayuba 
and Jeremiah were selected to sit for an examination at Barewa College in Zaria. Mr. Huegli asked me: „Mr. 
Tersoo, do you think that your students can perform in Zaria? “, and I said yes. Thank God they did excellently 
well in that very examination, which made me proud of myself and of my students.“ 
 
What are the most common daily problems of your job? 
„The biggest problem is a lack of adequate teaching aids, for example quality text books, charts, illustrating 
diagrams, etc. Apart from that, some of the children do not understand the English language very well, making it 
very difficult to deliver my lessons. Although as a teacher, I try to improvise to make my lessons as interesting 
and enjoyable as possible.“ 
 
What are the present problems and needs of the school? Where is there still room for improvement? 
„Presently, the school needs security and a fence surrounding the whole school premises. If the school is fenced, 
the students have to remain in the school surroundings during breaks, instead of going to neighbouring villages 
and coming back late as they sometimes do now. Also the problem of boarding students sometimes escaping 
from the hostel without the knowledge of their matrons will be reduced. The school also needs a Senior 
Secondary School (SSS). It will help those students who aren’t lucky enough to go to Zaria to continue with their 
studies here at NPS.“ 
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What do you think about the future of Najude Pioneer School? What are your hopes and wishes? 
„I hope and wish for an even brighter future for NPS. I wish the children we are sponsoring with scholarships in 
Zaria will one day come back and handle this school. I hope that they will be kind and able to help mankind as 
they were helped themselves by the Swiss friends of Najude Pioneer School.“ 
 
What is your advise to your students concerning the importance of education in life? 
„That in life, education is light. And that without it, you can’t differentiate your left from your right. I encourage 
my students to read hard in order to excel in their examinations. We are not training them to remain in Najude, 
but to go to the outside world in order to contribute their quota to the development of their nation. I am an 
example in this case, because I’m not an indigene of Kaduna State. I was born in Benue State, and without 
education, I wouldn’t have known Najude, a remote village in Ikara LGA in Kaduna State. Also, I do encourage 
my students to put education first before any other thing. They should forget marriage at their tender age for 
there may come a time when not educated, you may not find somebody to marry you.“ 
 
Do you have any advise to your students concerning life in general? 
„Concerning life in general, I do tell them that there is nothing like hard work, patience and respect. If you are 
hard working and you have the patience and respect in you then the sky is your limit.“ 
 
 
Obiageli Okafor 
 
Please make a short personal introduction of yourself. 
„My name is Obiageli Okafor. I’m from Anambra State but 
married in Enugu State with a son to show for it. I live at 
Sabon Gari, Zaria.“ 
 
What class are you teaching, and which subjects? 
„I’m teaching class 4 and as their class teacher, I teach them 
all the subjects apart from drawing which is done by the art 
teacher.“ 
 
What is your personal area of specialization? 
„My areas of specialization are primary education and Igbo 
language. I’m very interested in Social Studies, CRK and if 
possible mathematics. As for now, I’m not too good in 
mathematics, but I’m putting in efforts to learn it.“ 
 
How do you cope to stay in a remote village such as 
Unguwar Najude? 
„It takes the grace of God to cope in this kind of remote area 
where there is no constant supply of electricity, no market to 
buy the things you need and no interesting places to visit.“ 
 
If you think about your work, what makes you happy and 
what are you proud of? 
„I’m proud and happy to be a teacher because I impact knowledge into the children. I’m helping them to know 
what they don’t know.“ 
 
What are the most common daily problems of your job? 
„Well, I don’t think I have any problems facing my job.“ 
 
What are the present problems and needs of the school? Where is there still room for improvement? 
„Presently, the school is lacking sport equipments to be used during PE such as slides, swings, table tennis, etc. 
Another problem is that the school needs to be fenced in order to control the movement of the pupils and 
students, especially those students and pupils in the boarding section.“ 
 
What do you think about the future of Najude Pioneer School? What are your hopes and wishes? 
„In future the school management should try and build a Senior Secondary School (SSS), so that our students 
will achieve their aim of completing senior secondary school education and obtaining their Senior Secondary 
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School certificate. Some of the students, who are not lucky enough to get scholarships after Junior Secondary 
School (JSS), drop out of school, and therefore the aim of their education is not fully achieved.“ 
 
What is your advise to your students concerning the importance of education in life? 
„I always tell them that education is light and that when they fail to go to school they are living in darkness. 
They should try to make school a part of themselves.“ 
 
Do you have any advise to your students concerning life in general? 
„My advice to the students and pupils is that they should try and be obedient children anywhere they find 
themselves. They should be good to their teachers and everybody around them. Also they should be hard 
working. Finally they should allow education to pass through them, instead of just passing through education.“ 
 
 
Eucheria Okoye 

 
Please make a short personal introduction of yourself. 
„My name is Eucharia Okoye. I’m Igbo by tribe and from Anambra State. 
I’m a graduate of the Division of Agricultural College at Ahmadu Bello 
University in Zaria. I studied Agricultural Extension and Management.“ 
 
What class are you teaching, and which subjects? 
„I teach classes JSS 1-3 in Agricultural Science and Social Studies. I 
specialize in Agricultural Science, Home Economics, Home Management 
and Social Studies.“ 
 
How do you cope to stay in a remote village such as Unguwar Najude? 
„Really, it takes time, but I’m the kind of person who easily adapts to new 
environments. So after school, I try to keep myself busy with some aspects 
of my work and music of course. Sometimes I take a stroll. I believe that 
with time, I will fully adapt to the place.“ 
 
If you think about your work, what makes you happy and what are you 
proud of? 

„Whenever I think about my work, the fact that I can impact knowledge into the students and help mould or 
shape them morally and educationally makes me happy. This will help them to become great people tomorrow.“ 
 
What are the most common daily problems of your job? 
„The most common daily problem of my job is the persistent stubbornness of some of the students despite all 
efforts by the teachers and the school management to correct them.“ 
 
What are the present problems and needs of the school? Where is there still room for improvement? 
„Some of the present problems of the school are a lack of computer laboratory and no steady supply of 
electricity. There is still room for improvement in terms of building a Senior Secondary School (SSS) block and 
the construction of more class rooms, especially in the primary school section.“ 
 
What do you think about the future of Najude Pioneer School? What are your hopes and wishes? 
„I foresee the Najude Pioneer School producing great men and women because the teachers and the school 
management are really trying to see that the best is impacted into the pupils and students. My hope is that in 
future, NPS will become one of the best schools in Kaduna State. We are professionals, and professionals we 
shall produce from this Najude Pioneer School.“ 
 
What is your advise to your students concerning the importance of education in life? 
„My advice is that they should choose to get educated because it will give them hope and help them to choose 
their careers and reach their goals and dreams. It will provide them with financial security and a fulfilled life. 
Education is the best legacy parents, guardians and teachers can give them.“ 
 
Do you have any advise to your students concerning life in general? 
„My advice is that the students and pupils should strive not just to learn how to read and write, but in addition 
how to be good citizens of our great country Nigeria. They can do that by portraying good behaviour anywhere 
they find themselves in the society. They are the leaders of tomorrow.“ 


